The Round House Primary Academy

Part of The Diamond Learning Partnership Trust
Established in the Queen's Jubilee Year 2012

School Drive, St. Neots, Cambridgeshire PE19 6AW
Tel: 01480 479890 email: office@roundhouse.cambs.sch.uk

CEQ: Mrs Susannah Connell Bsc MA (Ed Mgt) NPQH
Executive Headteacher: Mrs Tracy Bryden Bsc {Hons) PGCE

3d December 2021

Dear Parents & Carers,

Early Reading and Phonics Parent Workshop

This year, we are holding our annual Early Reading and Phonics Parent Workshop
virtually. This will be an opportunity for you to find out how phonics and reading are
taught in the Early Years Foundation Stage. The aim of the presentation is to help you
understand how your child is taught to read and write and how to support them with

this at home.
Please find attached the PowerPoint presentation. Please also find attached some

other documents listed below. We hope you find these documents useful in
supporting your child at home with both their reading and writing:

s Letters and sounds leaflet
e Pre-cursive letter formation sheet

Thank you for your contfinued support.

Yours sincerely,

VF fﬂ?fdward

Mrs Pritchard
Early Years Foundation Stage Lead
On behalf of The Round House Primary Academy {part of TDLPT)

The Diamond Learning Partnership Trust is a company registered in England and Wales.
Registered Company No: 8062508. Registered Office: Andrew Road, Eynesbury, St. Neots, Cambs. PE19 2QE
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'What does it start with?' Box

You will need:

¢ Abox

¢ Several items each beginning with a
different sound

¢ Corresponding letter cards

This game is similar to the common objects game
on the previous page, but the emphasis now is on
recognising the sounds the letters make. Ask
your child to choose an object from the box, to
think what its first sound is (remember it is the
sound you are looking for rather than the
alphabet name) and then to match the object
with the relevant card.
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Sand Tray or Finger Paints

Children enjoy writing letters with their fingers
in a tray of sand or with finger paints. These
ways provide good opportunities to teach correct
letter formation.

Sentence Games

This activity is quite useful when your child has
been given an early reading book. Quite often
parents say "He's not reading the book. He's
remembering the story of f by heart". This can
happen. Some children become over-dependent
on the picture clues and do not look for clues
from the words.

Making Sentences

Read the book with your child so he/she is
familiar with the story. Then simply use the first
sentence from the reading book and copy it out
on a strip of paper. Either write it out or if you
use a word processor use a font such as Century
Gothic (font size 36 at least). Leave a double
space in between each word. Now cut up the
sentence into the individual words. For example:

is||{dog|(This||a

Ask your child to make the sentence, "This isa
dog.", using the individual words. At first you will
probably need to help. When he/she has made
the sentence ask your child to read it to you and
encourage him/her to point to each word with a
finger.

Retain interest by only spending a few minutes a
day on the activity. If your child makes a mistake
do not say "That's wrong" immediately, because
negative comments discourage. Ask your child to
read the sentence and mistakes will often be
self-corrected. If not, you can give clues such as,
"What sound does dog start with?" If your child
is still unable to read it, say positive comments
such as "What a good try. You got all these right
and only this part wrong. Well done." Then show
your child the correct order.

We recommend working on a maximum of five
sentences on each reading book.

If you require further information or
advice please do not hesitate to contact
your child's class teacher.

Learning Through
Play

Letters and Sounds

Promoting Partnership between
home, school and the community



Why begin teaching Reading through
Games?

It is vital that early reading experiences are
happy and positive. The aim should be not just
for children to learn to read, but to enjoy
reading. Whilst games may appear to be an
indirect approach, they do protect a child from a
feeling of failure. By 'playing together' both
parent and child are relaxed. Where a child could
feel pressured in a formal teaching situation
he/she will usually enjoy reading activities in a
'play’ situation. This leaflet aims to give you
simple ideas to try.

The Sounds of Letters
Tips for teaching your child the sounds:

¢ It is important for a child to learn lower case
or small letters rather than capital letters at
first. Most early books and games use lower
case letters and your child will learn these
first at school. Obviously you should use a
capital letter when required, such as at the
beginning of the child's name, e.g. Paul.

¢ When you talk about letters to your child,
remember to use the letter sounds: a buh
cuh duh e ... rather than the alphabet
names of the letters: ay bee see dee ee.
The reason for this is that sounding out
words is practically impossible if you use the
alphabet names. e.g. cat, would sound like:
see ay tee

¢ When saying the sounds of b,d, g, jand w
you will notice the 'uh’ sound which follows
each, for example buh, duh... You cannot say
the sound without it; however, try to
emphasise the main letter sound.

Sound Games to Play at Home...

Common Objects

Collect several objects that begin with the same
sound and make a card with this letter sound on
it. Make a second group of objects beginning
with a different sound and a card to go with
those.

Discuss the sounds of the letters on the two
cards with your child and shuffle the objects.
Separate the cards on the floor and ask your
child to put each object near the sound that it
starts with. This activity can help your child to
"hear" the first sound of a word.

Odd-one Out

Say a number of words, all but one of which
begin with the same sound. See if your child can
pick out the odd one. It can be helpful to have
the corresponding objects there for the child to
look at.

I-Spy

For small children the usual way of playing that
starts 'I spy with my little eye something that
begins with ...." can be too difficult. You can make
this easier by providing a clue. 'I spy with my
little eye something that barks and begins with
d".

Sounds Scrapbook

Write a letter at the top of each page of a
scrapbook. Concentrating on a few letters at a
time collect pictures of objects that begin with
those letters. Do not use as examples words
where the first sound does not make its normal
sound such as in giraffe, ship, cheese, and thumb.
Stick the pictures on the appropriate pages.

Games For Recognising Letter Shapes...
Fishing for Sounds

You will need a few cards with individual letters.
Attach a paper clip to each card. Using a small
stick with a string and magnet, your child fishes
for letter sounds. If your child can say the sound
of the letter he/she wins the card, otherwise
you win it.

Sequencing the Letters in your Child's
Name

Providing the individual letter cards for each
letter of your child's first name can be a useful
way to teach the sequence of letters. Remember
you will need to write a capital for the first
letter and lower case for the rest.

If you want to print out the cards using a word
processor use a font such as Century Gothic on
PC which has Cnot a. Show your child how to
make the name first, before shuffling the cards
for him/her to have a try. For a very long name
work with the first few and build up a letter at a
time.
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:__arl% Rzading and Phonics
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What is Phonics?

Phonics rz%zr/s to a method
Jlﬁr teaching /spzak.erjs o-{l
Engli/sh to reod and mrite

their Langu,agz’.

The National Literacy Trust.




Phonics.

» We JLO'LLJO‘J\N“ the D{ES l etters

and Sounds phﬂnjuc/s
RIOGramme.

» The phﬁnu:/s programime LA
dirvided into six pha/sz/s
and each ph,ajaz builds

up.on the presious one.




Phase One.

» At pre-school, your child has heen learning
Lo

° Hare Jun mrith sounds.

° Listen carefully.

° Denmelop their vocabulary.

° Speak confidently to you, other adults and
other children.

o Tune into sounds.

o Listen and remember sounds.

o Talk abhout sounds.

> Understand that spoken mords are made up

o) diflerent sounds.

T




» Children begin to Jormally learn the
sounds in i%\z English language in
Reception.

» Phonics sessions are jun sessions
inaolaring lots of ﬁpzaking, lots U{l
listening and lots ,oJl Gomes.

» Sounds are J:.aught in sets of Jour across

the week.

» The aim o) phase two is to recognise
letters and their sounds and then use
them mwhen reading and mriting simple
civc (consonant-sowel-consonant)
words, 2.4. pan, s, mum and Leg.




» Exvery letter of the alphabet haos a

sound.

» We teach the letter sounds Jirst.
» We teach the names o) the letters later.

» Our language system consists ol 26
letters o) the alphabet, which are used

to Jorm the 44 phonemes (sounds).

» These phonemes can be mritten in orver
120 diflerent combinations, e.g. i-2 (side),

ie (pie), igh (high).and y (fly)




S%nthztin Phonics.

» Teaching the letter sounds helps
children to read and mrite.

» Children are taught to segment to read,
2.4. c-a-L.

» I you segment then blend the sounds
together they make the word cat’

» I you try to blend the letter names
together, it does not help you to hear
the mword.




Homw Lo S,Cl% the Sounds |.

» Saying the sounds correctly is very
imporiant.

» The may we say sounds now, may m-ell
be diJferent Jrom mhen you mere at
school.

» The way we say sounds may also be

different in svarious parts ol the country
depending on accents and dialects.

» We also use jolly phonics actions and

songs to suppork the children.
o Na>
A S




:HJO'J\N“ Lo Sa% the Sounds 2.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksbiMiliA8

During phonics lessons, all children
are tought age-related phonics Jor the
Jirst hall]l o) the session. They are then

/spljdz into one ch ?ﬁmur abilibé Group s

to mwork on /sp.eci{li,c areas that hare
been identilied through assessments.




\:Szgmzniing and Blznding.

» Segmenting is identijying the
indirvidual sounds in a mword (him = h-i-
m) and writing down the letters Jor each
o) the sounds in order to Jorm the m-ord.

» Blending is recognising the letter
sounds in a mwritten word (c-u-p).and
merging or synthesising them in the
order in mhich they are mritien to
pronounce the word (cup).




Phaose Three.

» The aim o) phase three phonics is to
recognise digraphs (this is mwhen tmwo
letters maoke one sound) and use them
when reading and writing more complex
words, e.g. toad, Jeet, Jarm and pain.

» Children are zmpzcizd to reaod and mrrite
these words in simple sentences.

ch
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D,qj.l% Phonics |.

Lessons are taught lor about tm-enty
minutes Tuesday-Friday.

We resmise old sounds and teach new
sounds every mweek, as well as high
Jreguency words.

High frequency words (presiously
referred to os tricky words) These

words can be decoded, but the children

hare not Llearnt all o) the phonemes yet.

Examples of high Jreguency wWords

i.ﬂ.ClU..d,Q,; me, wWas, m% Qﬂ.d lé,O'U.



D,aLlJaL Phonics 2.

» Children are given lots of opportunities
to practise known sounds m-hen reading
and mriting during both indoor and
outdoor play.

» We wse real objects to support learning,
as well as lashcards mrith pictures to
help children to remember.

» We teach the letter sounds Jirst as the
letter sounds help children to become
more successful early readers and

wrilers.




Rzading Books.

» A closely matched phonic book - a
book that only contains the Letters
and the sounds that Ay oL child can
recognise and start to segment and

blend together.

» A ‘reading for pl,ea/surz’ book - a book
that your child can enjoy with you at

hﬂmz.

» Books mrill be changed twice a meek.



Rzading Diaries |

» Affer reading, please record this in
your child's reading diary.

» You could initial that your child has
read on a particulﬂr daxé.

» Or mvrite a comment about how Ay OILT

child found reading the hook.

» You may mwant to comment on
whether Ay OILL child zngﬂ%,@d the book,
if they Jound it casy or dijlicult, or
use ik as an oppﬂriunii% to ask Ay O ILT
child's class teacher a guestion.




Reading Diaries 2.

( Date | Book title and Parent/Teacher/Pupil
Comments

page number !
o0y {121- Rand awell W 4
18/11f2i1| Nop Nog ;g’:I;zvsm S avedh !
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Rzading - Rohins.




RzadLng - Wrens.




|

c RzadLng - V\/Lniringham.




szé Word Books.

An overmviemw lor the hal{l term mill be stuck
into your child's kz% word book.

v

Work meill be in numbered sets, which meill
correspond to each week o) the hall] term.

v

v

Each mreek, you mill harve the phonemes that
hamve been covered that mweek, as mell as a
selection of high Jlr,equ.enr,% words, words to
read (by blending the phonemes fogether) and
words fo spell (by segmenting the phonemes).

y The mwords to be /sp.eli can be written domn b,lal
?mur child, they could use magnetic letters or

he ph,a/s,e 2 Jlla/shcard phan.em.e/s that harve been

ok up.




Gzi:ijumg Started mrith
Rzadlng.

Book talk - talk about 'J:h.e Jront cowrer.

Show and encourage your child to point at
eneryy m-ord.

Enccuragz A OIS child to look at the pictures,
neser coner them up.

Do not leare A OIS child to /siruggl,e - count to

three in your head and support your child by

Encouraging your child to look at the pictures.

Ask m-hat sound the mword starts mith.

Re-read the sentence up to the point your child is stuck.
Does the sentence maoke sense in the context o) the story?

Girve the child the word.
Write any words your child struggles mrith ond needs to learn at the front o} their
rzadi_n,g dian&.




Rzading.

Di.%lzr,eni: t%pz/s o{l r,eadinﬁ are undertaken meithin

Oour AL .O',O'J./S,Z

» Shared reading (instructional Lesel).
v Guided reading (instructional Llesel).

» Independent reading (Jluency lerel).

v Shared reading and guidzd reoding - children are
girven a text al an instructional Lesel, m~hich
means that they will meet wordslconcepts that
they are not yet Jamiliar mwith and m-ill be

/suppnri:.ed by the teacher o access these.

» High-guality book talk sessions occur daily,
mwhere the teacher works mwith the children to
denelop their knowledge and understonding of

N2 M~ Mnx:abulamé.




Phonics }o-r Writing.

» Words are segmented into sounds
orally and a letter (grapheme) is mritten
to represent cach sound (phoneme).

» We call this sound talking:
t-i-p

r-air-n

» What is the Jirst sound?
» What is the next sound?
» What is the Llast/Jinal sound?




Tzrminﬁlﬁgg.

» Children are taught from the beginning
to use tzrminclﬂgg that may be
un}amiliar Lo us.

» A phoneme is the smollest unit of
sound in a word.

» A grapheme is the letter, or letters,

representing o phoneme (2.g.f, ai and

igh).




Digraphﬁ, rigraph/& and
Splkt Digraphﬁe

» Digraphs hanve two letters (e.g. sah, ck,
th and L)

» A vomeel digraph contains at least
one vowel (e.g. ok, ee, ar and oy).

» Trigraphs horve three letters (e.g. igh).

» A split digraph (e.g. slide and like).




Handwri.i:ing.

» Please ensure that YoM UEL lomrer case
letters, unless it is Jor the capital letfer at
the beginning of a person’'s name or af the
stort o) a sentence.

b Enccurag,e name mriting.
» Letters need to be ,c,orr,ecil% Jlﬁrmzd.

v Use a variety of media, 2.g. whiteboard pens,
Jelt tip pens, croyons, chalks, pencils and

paint brushes.

» Check the mebhsites and }aczbnvk pages Lo
Jind out which phonemes your child is
learning each meek.




U/sz?jbul Wehsites.

www.phonicsplay.co.uk

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/alphablocks

www.letterjoin.co.uk

-




Questions.




